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. | Seance

at White House.

persons Inclined to be Incredulous as

#f 10 occult and peychle matlers, It hasal-

ways seemed atrange thal xo preclical

o llife as that of Abraham Lincoln

should ba In apy wlse Inlerwoven with

such things as dreama, premonitions and

spiritnaii=m. Butl more ihan abundan| ovi-

dence remalna to show that frour | he beglo~

nlrg Lincoln was surrounded by lhe welrd
and the uncanny. .

Perbens the extroordlnary natlonaksirug-
glo which he »othoroughly typlied durlng iz
later years was parilally responsible for this.
For students of history and of psychology
heve iong since shown the pecullar sugcepll-
blllty of Individuals and peoples allke to
phenomensa of a peychic natura al times of
great tenslon. The slavery lssne was al-
ready hovering llke a ehadow over |he npetlon
whenr Liocoln was born, It had more or less
to do, as the Blographer Blnns shows s api-
1y tn the contlnued meanderings of Lipéoin's
father. It surrounded Linceln a¥ he grew up
to manhood and It Anally so worked its way
into hls nature 1hat It needed bt the repeal
of lhe diesourf compromise act to make blm
the Inevitadle nallonat spokesman,

Therefore, when |l [& recalled that personal
sorrow and personal siruggle overshudowed
hiz own lite, 1 ia hardls 1o bhe wondered ab
that both he and hix relatlonshlpio his coun-
iry should he lovested wilh things strangs
end unnatural Perhaps some day when
thers has been a sufticlent Inpae of Llme some
new Shakspeare wlltarlee 10 preach upon thls
aspect of Lincoln ax the Shakspedre of Eng-
land treated of simliar aspeots In the llvesof
Caoszar, Hamlet, and other characters of hls-
tory.

A wrlter fromn Wasbington, under &ale of

GApril 23, 1803, says: A tew evenlugs since

Abpaham Lincoln, presidenl of the Unlled
Ptales, was Induced to glve & =plritual soleée
in the crimson Toom at the White houde o
test the wonderful alleged supernatural pow-
¢rp of Mr. Charlea E. Shockle. It was my
&ood fortune, as & friend of the medlum, to
bé present, the panty conslsting of the presi-
@ent, Mrs. Lincoln, Mr, Welles, Mr. Stanion,
Mr. 1. of New York, and Mr. ¥. of Phll-

_adelphia. We took our seats In the clrcls

about B o'clock, but the president was called
a&way shortly after the manifeslations com-
menced, and the spirits, which appurently
had assembled to convinece bim of thelr

' power, gave vislble tokent of thelr dspleas-
" ure at tha presklent’s absence by pinchlog

Mr, Stanton's ears and twitching Mr. Welles’
beard. He s00p rajurned, but It was some
time béfore hurmony was restored, for the
mishape to the gecretarlea caused such
burste of lnughter that the Influence was
unpropitious. For eome half hour the dem-

. onstrullons were of & pbysteal character—

tables were moved and the pleture of Henry

Clay which hangs on the wall was swayed
more lhan a foot, and {wo candetabra, pre-
sented by the dey of Algiers to Presldent
Adems, were twice ralsed nearly to the cetl-
ing

Il was nearly 9 o'clock before Shockle wasn
fully under spicitual Influence, and €0 power-
ful wete the subsequent manifestations thit
twice during Ihe evenlug restoratlves were
applied, for he was much weakened, andt
though 1 took no notes 1 shall endeavor lo
glve you as falthful pn account as possibte
of what took place. s

Loud repplugs sboul 9 o'clock wera heard
dtrectly beneath the president’s foet, and
Mr. Bhockte slated that an Indtan dealred to |
comarunleale.

Hear from Gen. Knox.

™ We', sir,” mald lhe president. 1 should
be happy to hear what hle Indlan majesty has
1o say. We have recently had a visitalton
from our red brethren and It wax the only
delegation, black, whtle ar blue, swhich did not
volunteer pome advice aboul Lhe conduct of
the war" .

The medium then calied for pencitand pn-
per and they were tald upon the table tp
slgtt of all. A handkerchlef svas then taken
xrom Mr. Slanion and the malerlals wers
carefully concealed from sighi, In less space
of time than tt has requlrea for me 1o wrlle
thts knocka were heard and lhe paper was
uncovered. To lhe surprise of ali present It
read astollows:

** Haste makes waste, bul delays cause vex-
atfons. Glve viiallly by energy. Use every

means lo sshdue. Proclarnations sre usc-
lesn: make & bold front and Aght the enemy:
leave teallors al home 19 the ¢are of layal
men. Yess nole of preparation, less parade
and poley lalk and more aotion.

* HENRY Knox."'

“That is not Indlantalk, My. Shockle,’* sald
the president. * Who l= Henry Knox ?"

JTauggested lo 1he medlum 1o ask who Henry
Knox was eod before the words wers from my
lips the medium spoke In o strange yolce:

* The first Becrelary of war."'

" O, yes; Gen. Knox,”" »ald lhe president,
who, lurning 1o |he secratary, sald: ' Slan-
lon. |het message e for you; It I6 foom your
predecessor,

Mr, Stanien made no reply. s

** 1 should llke 1o ask Gen, Knox,” sald the
president, "if It is within the scope of his
ablilly 10 tell us when this rebellion wlll be
pul down,”

in the aame manner as before thle message
was recalved:

‘Washinglon, Lafeyetle, Franklin, Wil
berforce, Napoleon, and myself haye held
frequent consullations on this point. There
i something which our spiritual eyes cannot
delect which appexr well formed, Evil has
come at times by removal of men from high
poslllcns, and |here are thosa ln rellrement
whors abllities should be mnde useful to
hasten the end. Nepoleon says, concenirate
your forces upon onc polnt; Latayette |hinks
that the rtebejllon will dic of exhaustlon;
Frankitn sees lhe end approaching, as the
soulh musl glve up for want of mechanlent
abllity to compele agalnst northern me-
chanlcs, Wllbertorce aeces hope only io o
negro army, Kxox.*'

s Well,” exclaimed the president, * oplo-
lons dlffer among the salnts e well 43 among
the stapers. They don'l seem to nndersland
running the machines among the celestials
miuch better then we do. Thelr talk end ad-
vlce sourid much like [he 121k of my cablnet—
don’l you lhink so, Mr. Welles?"

» Well, ¥ don'l know—I will Ihink the mat-
ler over and see what cancluslon to arrive
Bt

Heavy raps were heard, and the atphabet
was called for, when * That's what's the
matler * wae spelled out. There was a ghout
of laughter, and Mr. Welles stroked his
beard.

* That menns, Mr. Welles,™ sald the presi-
denl, ' Ihat you sre apt 1o be long winded,
and thlnk the neareal way home Is the longest
way round, Shborl cuts In war |lmea. I wish
the spirila counld lell us how to calch tbe Ala~
bama.*

The tghls, which had been pariially low-
er~d, almost Inslantaneounty became eo dlm
Ihat I could nat see sufiiclenily to dlstin-
gulsh lhe fezlures of any one In 1he rootn, and
en the large mlrror over the manletplece
tliere appesred 1he most benutiful though
supernriural pleture ever beheld. It repre-
rented a sea view, the Alahama wih aill
sleam up fiying from the pursult of another
tirge steamer. Two merchantmen In the £4s-
fdnce wern seen, parlly destroyed by fire.
The pleture ebanged, and Lhe Alabama was
seen at anchor under |he shadow of an Eng-
lith tori—from which an English tlag was
waving. The Alabama was flosllng ldly, not
a sout on board, and no slgns of life visible
about her. The plelura vanlshed, and In lel=
ters of purple appeared: ' The Engligh peo-
pte demanded this of Engtland‘a arlstocracy,"

Mossnge About the Alabama,

* 8o Englnnd Is 1o 5¢lz0 lhe Alabama final-
1y 7" sald | he preeldent. ** 11oay be poszible;
but, Mr, Welles, don'l let ene gunboatl ormon-
Uor lezs be bullt.'

The aplrils called for the slphabet, and
ageln “ That's whnl's the malter * waa spets
out. 3

*1 see, I 5ee,” sald thopresident. ' Mother
Eugland thioks 1hat whal’s sauce for the
goose may be sauce for |he gander. 11 may ba
111, tal, loo, hereafler, Bul It [s not compM-
menlary 1o qur nAVY, anyhow.*'

“ Wa've done our best, Myr. Presidenl,” sald
Mr, Welles. “I'm maturtng & plan wblch,
when perfecled, I think, If it works well, wil}
be a perfect Irap for the Alabamn.*

* Well. Mr. Shockle,” remarked the preal-
dent, " I have seen sirange |Lings and heard
odd remarke, but nothing which convinces
me, except the plctures, that there ls any-
thing heavenly about this'
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