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 LINCOLN IN THE SEANCE ROOM,

‘WASHINGTON, D. C., October 31, 1885, -
Col, J. 0. Bundy, Chicago, IlL.» ‘
DEAR 81R:—-1 have been reguested by your
friend, Mr. C. 0. Poole, to make a statement
in writing regarding what I know of visits,
efe., b esident Lincoln, at my father’s
house for investigation of Spirituslism.

My father, the late Cranston Laurle, was a
well known and leading Spiritualist for
many years prior to his death, all of which
time he resided in or near the eity of Wash-
ington, and was = ¢lerk in the United States
&ost office, holdin% the especial offiee of stat-

fician. My mother and sister were medi-
nms. About the sommencement of the ysar
| 1882, my father became personally acquaint-

od with late President -Abrabam Linceln,
and my belief is that through my father’s
influenece, $he President ¢ interested in
Spiritualism. I hava very often seen Mr.
Lineoln at my father’s house engaged in at-
.} tending cireles for spiritual phenomensa, and
generally Mrs. Lincoln was with him, The
practics of attending ofrcles by Mr, Lineoln
at my father’s house econtinued early in

1882, to late in 1863, and daring portions of |

the time such visits were very frequent. This
was especiaily the ease after the ident’s

son Willie disd. I remember well one even- |

ing when Nettie Colburn, a medium, was

present, Mr. Linooln seemed very deeply in-|

terested in the proseedings and asked a great
many guestions of the spirlis.

1 condition, in

X bave on several occasions seen Mr. Lin- |
coln at & circleat my father’s house, 8o much +

t

[ —————
' that he beeame nr‘alg :g and 1
 have heard him make remarks while in that

whichhmnot his deceased
' son Willie, and said he saw him. I have
. on several seen Mr. Lincoln take

notes of what was said by medi At one
- ¢irele, I remember that & heavy e wW&s be-

'} ing raised and eaused ie dance about the

room by what rted to be spirits. Mr.
Lineoln laughed heartily and said fo m
father, * Never mind, Cranston, if they bre
the table, I will give yon a new one.” On
one occasion, I remember well of hearing my
father ask Mr. Lineoln, if he believed the phe-
nomena he had witnessed was caused by spir-
its, and Mr, Linooln replied, that he did so
believe. This was on & Sunday evening late
in 1862. I fix the fime by the fact thet.I was
injured the same evening by arunaway horse.
In 1862, I was fifleen years of age. My father,
moved from Washington to a place in the
country outside the city late in 1863.

u . J . CO' LAURII;
Sworn fo and subscribed '
. before me this 1st day
of November, 1885, .
' - THEODORE MUNGER,
U. 8. Commissioner,



