


•Epiphany (Koine Greek: ἐπιφάνεια), 
means "manifestation” or "striking 
appearance”) 
•Theophany (Ancient Greek Θεοφάνεια), 
means "vision of God.”



•Epiphany traditionally falls on January 6th, 
and is a Christian feast day that celebrates 
the revelation of God the Son as a human 
being in Jesus Christ. 



Western Eastern
Western and Eastern Christianity view and celebrate 
Epiphany very differently.





•Western Christians 
commemorate principally 
(but not solely) the 
visitation of the Biblical 
Magi to the Baby Jesus, 
and thus Jesus’ physical 
manifestation to the 
Gentiles. 





•Eastern Christians 
commemorate the 
baptism of Jesus in 
the Jordan River, seen 
as his manifestation to 
the world as the Son 
of God.



•Eastern Churches following the Julian 
Calendar observe the Theophany feast on 
what for most countries is January 19th

(because of the 13-day difference today 
between that calendar and the generally 
used Gregorian calendar).





•A separate celebration 
of the Baptism of the 
Lord was introduced for 
Latin Roman Catholics in 
1955, to be the first 
Sunday after January 6th . 



•The earliest reference to Epiphany as a 
Christian feast was in A.D. 361, by 
Ammianus Marcellinus



•St. Epiphanius also 
asserts that the Miracle 
at Cana occurred on the 
same calendar day.



So we have the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, and 
the turning the water into wine at the Wedding of 
Cana all associated with this holiday. It will be the 
psychic aspects of these events that will relevant 
in the celebrations of this holiday.





•The Biblical Magi, who 
represented the non-
Jewish peoples of the 
world, paid homage to the 
infant Jesus in stark 
contrast to Herod the 
Great (King of Judea), who 
sought to kill him.



•Melchior
•a Persian scholar

• Caspar
•an Indian scholar

• Balthazar 
•an Arabian scholar

• In the Western Christian church they 
have been commonly known as:



•The Gospel story of the 
Magi was influenced by 
an Iranian legend 
concerning magi and a 
star, 



•which was connected 
with Persian beliefs in 
the rise of a star the 
birth of a ruler and with 
myths describing the 
manifestation of a 
divine figure in fire and 
light.



•Christian Scriptures record nothing about the 
Biblical Magi after they went back to their own 
country. Two separate traditions have surfaced 
claiming that they were so moved by their 
encounter with Jesus that they either became 
Christians on their own or were quick to convert 
fully upon later encountering an Apostle of 
Jesus. 



•The Magi came to be venerated as saints, 
and eventually acquired separate feast 
days. 
•They were supposed to have been 
converted to Christianity by St. Thomas the 
Apostle. 



•The traditions claim that they were so strong in 
their beliefs that they willingly embraced 
martyrdom.



•Their alleged relics, discovered in the East 
by St. Helena in the fourth century, reached 
Milan around the year 400 and were taken 
to Cologne in 1164 where they are still 
preserved in a splendid shrine in the 
cathedral there. 



•The Magi were Zoroastrian astrologers
•There is no historical evidence that they 
became Christian.
•Christians did not officially support the 
use of astrology





•Most Spanish speaking countries celebrate 
Epiphany as 
•"Día de los Reyes"  
•Three Kings Day



•Receive letters from children 
•Bring them gifts on the night before 
Epiphany.
•On their camels to visit the houses of all the 
children
•They visit everyone in one night
•Much like Santa Claus with his reindeer



• In some areas, children prepare a drink for 
each of the Magi. 
•It is also traditional to prepare food and 
drink for the camels, because this is the only 
night of the year when they eat.



•Almost every Spanish 
town organizes 
cabalgatas in the 
evening, in which the 
kings parade and throw 
sweets to the children in 
attendance. 





•Orthodox Christians in Romania and 
Ukraine celebrate the baptism of Jesus by 
cleansing themselves with sacred water. 
The holiday is known as the 'Epiphany’.



•Epiphany (Russian: Крещение) is the 
celebration of the baptism of Jesus Christ. 
The holiday holds great importance and 
tradition in the Eastern and Greek 
Orthodox churches.



•It falls on Jan 6th according to the Roman 
calendar, and Jan 19th on the Eastern 
Calendar.



•On Epiphany, the church sanctifies water 
from a natural source, such as a spring.
• Orthodox Christians have a long-
standing tradition to bring home this holy 
water, which is believed to possess 
curable properties.



•Crowds can become very aggressive 
when competing for the limited supply.
• Some Russians and Ukrainians think any 
water - even from the taps on the kitchen 
sink - poured or bottled on Epiphany 
becomes holy water, since all the water in 
the world is blessed this day and is 
imbued with special powers.



•Jesus, and other energy workers have the 
ability to energize water with healing 
energy.
•People who drink this water, can 
experience healing of their ailments.



•Instructions for using healing water can 
be found on www.gotsc.org.



•Epiphany has an 
association with the 
Wedding at Cana
•Jesus changed the water 
into wine



•The Priest can also bless a body of water, 
such as a lake or river.
•Russians and Ukrainians cut holes in the 
ice of lakes and rivers, often in the shape 
of the cross, to bathe in the freezing 
water.



•Therefore, it becomes 
easy for people to believe 
their priest can also 
infuse healing energy into 
a river or a lake



•Participants in the ritual may dip 
themselves three times under the water, 
honoring the Holy Trinity, to symbolically 
wash away their sins from the past year, 
and to experience a sense of spiritual 
rebirth.
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Dnipropetrovsk
Celebrates
Epiphany







Alexey Ivancha, Novamoskovsk, endures the shock of a dip in the 
freezing Dnepr river in Dnipropetrovsk on Epiphany. Participants in the 
ritual may dip themselves three times under the water, honoring the 
Holy Trinity, to symbolically wash away sins.



•Hundreds of people 
endure bitter cold 
water based on 
misunderstanding of 
psychic science.


